
FOR USERS OF THE BBC MICRO AND ELECTRON 


Programming in the Shadows 
- BBC Plus 



First with 
the firmware! 

- Electron word, 
store and joy 


Hard disc breakthrough 
- Solidisk Winchester 


Programming: 
Video graphics 
- faster than 
the eye. . . 


Business: 
Top printers 
tested 


Education: COMAL, 
Valiant T urtle, 
Keying with Concept 

Software: Accelerator, 
the edge on AMX 



REGULARS 

News 6 

Bulletins from the BBC and Electron newsroom. 

Soft Sector 26 

Become a Beach-Head blaster or a Boffin bouncer. 

Random Access 33 

ADFS, a discussion. 

Soft Sale 40 


More tapes and discs to choose from, games galore and an 
educational compilation. 


Volume Three Number 

Editor Mark Webb 
Assistant Editor. Fiona J.Eldridge 

Software Assistant: John Donovan 
Group Editor. Wendy J.Palmer 

Advertisement Manager. Jonathan McGarry 
Publishing Director Peter Welham 



Plustalk 95 


Plustalk 95 

Dedicated to dedicated Wordwise Plus users. 

Making the Most of BASIC 99 

Richard Ives’ favourites: the function keys. 


Feedback 51 

The column for real programmers continues to lend a helping 
hand. 

Down to Business 66 

The ergonomic considerations of your BBC based electronic 
office. 

Edsoft 80 

Software from Down Under. The Jacaranda Wiley suite of 
adventurous software plus Micro Smile and Addison Wesley 
maths. 

Software Reviews 88 

Birdie Barrage, Chicane, and the manic multiple screens of 
Lode Runner. 

A&B Computing is constantly on the look-out for well-written 
articles and programs for publication. If you feel that your efforts 
meet our standards, please feel free to submit your work to us 
for consideration for publication. 

All submitted material should be printed or typed, double 
spaced. Any programs submitted should be listed (55 character 
width emphasised if possible). A cassette of the program alone 
will not be considered. All programs must come complete with a 
full explanation of the operation, and where relevant, the struc- 
ture. We also require the program in machine readable form 
(cassette. 40 track 5 Vt" . or 3" disc) plus any suitable screen 
photographs, printer dumps and so on. 

All submissions will be acknowledged and the copyright in 
such works which will pass to Argus Specialist Publications 
Limited will be paid for at competitive rates. All work for con- 
sideration should be sent to the Editor at our Golden Square 
address. 


FEATURES 

Faster than the Eye 12 

Digitised graphics and the stunning effects that follow. 


Sprites Special 20 

A chance to win Logotron’s marvellous Sprite Logo, the chip, 
the manual, Advanced Logo, Contol Logo, the sprite board. 
And for everyone a money-off offer you can’t refuse. 


Valiant Turtle 22 

John Henderson’s touching tale of a turtle 
that went to school... 


Pressing Matters 28 

Des Thomas in touch with Concept Keyboard and the 
software that makes it work. 


MUD Competition 74 

Employ your creative talents and win a free entry to the world 
of Multi-User Dungeon. 

Programming Plus 75 

Alan Rowley supplies the routines to make good use of that 
shadow RAM, for data storage of various kinds. 

Confuzion Competition 98 

Complete the puzzle, extend the fuse and BANG! You’ve won 
a Confuzion T-shirt. 
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All work for consideration should be sent to 
the Editor of A&B Computing at our Golden 
Square address. 



REVIEWS 


ElectROMs 16 

The hardware and firmware permutations for Electron owners. 
Especially Slogger System’s Starword and Starstore 
combination. 

Advanced Filing 34 

Gordon Taylor on Solidisk’s future filing systems for BBC and 
Electron. 

Toolkit II 57 

An important collection of utilities from the respected Ian 
Trackman and BBC Soft. 

COMAL 70 

The latest contender for your highest priority ROM socket. 
Better than BASIC? 

Speedy Romzales 86 

Trevor Attewell gets out the stop watch to test the effectiveness 
of Computer Concept’s Accelerator. 

Sideways Stepping 102 

What’s happening in Sideways RAM. 


SOFTWARE 

Grisley Gardens 41 

Weird wanderings in a seemingly ordinary suburban back 
garden. 

The Edge on AMX 55 

Sophisticated edge detection, made practical with an AMX 
application. 

Delivery 93 


Not to be missed. Designed for kids, fun for all, a game but 
educational. The dialogue is humourous and varied, the 
scenario realistic. An open ended package requiring and 
instantly gaining the attention of children. 

NEXT MONTH 

Communicator — Acorn’s latest machine. The 
latest news 

List processing, Logo, children and words. 

Acornsoft’s Home Education suite including ABC 
and Talkback. 

Double Dutch — take a piece of Beatles Music or 
French text, have your BBC or Electron analyse it 
and then... 

An £8 speech synthesiser for you to build + 
sophisticated software. 

Notes on MIDI, the ergonomics of the electronic 
office, interactive printer character design, Printer 
Buffer, an Adventurescape text editor and BASIC 
utilities. 

Software: Full-feature machine code 
wordprocessor for BBC and Electron. 

Amnesia — almost 1 00K of Adventure challenge. 
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